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Introduction

• Why are we here? 

• What comes to mind when you hear the word “politics”? 

• What comes to mind when you hear “church and 
politics”?



Understanding Politics
• Government policies / party politics? 

• Aristotle: the human person is a “political animal” — 
politics as work related to the polis 

• Politics: the art of using power to order social existence 

• Politics: from “poly” meaning “many,” and “tics” meaning 
“blood-sucking parasites”



Political Vocabulary
• Liberalism: government has a responsibility to protect individual freedom and 

equality 

• Neoliberalism: government has a responsibility to protect the freedom of the market 
and individual freedom 

• Libertarianism: individual freedom with limited or no government (anarchic 
capitalism) 

• Conservatism: incremental, experience-based politics responsible for preserving 
long-standing social and cultural traditions and institutions 

• Communitarianism: democratic pluralism in which local communities and traditions 
are the defining units of identity and organization 

• Socialism: government has a responsibility to promote equality through public 
ownership of industry; teleological/communitarian conception of freedom



Understanding Church
• The church is a political entity, whether defined 

institutionally (church as religious community) or 
ideologically (church as the gospel lived out in the 
world). 

• Problem: the church, especially in the United States, has 
a distorted understanding of itself, which Jack Rogers 
calls “the doctrine of the Spirituality of the Church.” The 
problem is not the legal separation of Church and State 
but the theological separation.



Three Responses

1. “Christianity is about the state of the soul, not society.”  

2. “Christian politics applies in the church, but not to 
society at large.”



“Can someone stay in accord with the Christian faith and 
at the same time wish—and politically sustain—that his 
brother, with whom he lives ‘in the church’ on the basis of 
equal rights, receives outside of the church inferior health 
care and inferior educational opportunities, appears at a 
disadvantage in a court of law, and gets less pay for equal 

work? . . . Either the church with its new life takes the 
offensive in society, or its new life . . . is undermined within 

the church also by the power of inequality in society and 
reduced to an edifying claim which is constantly 

contradicted by reality.” 

— Helmut Gollwitzer, German theologian (1908–1993)



Three Responses

1. “Christianity is about the state of the soul, not society.”  

2. “Christian politics applies in the church, but not to 
society at large.” 

3. “Christian politics is the responsibility of individual 
Christians, but not of the church as a corporate whole.”



Understanding Gospel 
• The gospel is not a political program or general worldview that tells 

us exactly how to create the ideal society. The gospel is not party 
politics, but neither is it apolitical. 

• The gospel is not an abstract principle or philosophical idea. 

• The gospel is a declaration of the God we serve and thus a declaration 
of who we are, and what we stand for, as those who serve this God. 
The gospel tells us about God, and we are political because God is 
political. 

• The gospel gives us a direction and orientation.



Understanding Gospel 

1. Jesus Christ reveals God to be a God of peace. 

2. Jesus Christ reveals God to be a God of justice. 

3. Jesus Christ reveals God to be a God of mercy.



Understanding Gospel 

Gospel as political love =  

The love of neighbor enacted structurally



“Whenever power does not serve justice, but sets justice 
aside, resistance is a Christian duty.” 

— Helmut Gollwitzer


