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The Political Church and a 
Pluralistic Society

Framework Content Method

A. Church against Society 1. Universal ethical norms (e.g., 
justice, peace, autonomy)

W. Natural law

B. Church alongside Society 2. Tradition-specific norms (e.g., 
Catholic social teaching, 
Christian pacifism, Just War 
Theory)

X. Biblical and theological 
traditions

C. Church transforming Society 3. Society-specific laws (e.g., 
healthcare policy, death 
penalty, abortion)

Y. Philosophical theories

D. Church controlling Society Z. Human experience



The Political Church and a 
Pluralistic Society

• A + 2/3 + X = Anabaptism 

• A/B + 2/3 + X = Christian retreatism 

• B + 1 +X/Z = Lutheran two-kingdoms 

• B/C + 1/3 + X/Y/Z = Liberal Protestantism 

• A/C + 1/3 + X/Y/Z = Christian socialism 

• C + 2/3 + W/X = Catholic integralism 

• C + 3 + W/X =  Evangelical revanchism (new Religious Right) 

• D + 3 + X = Christian Reconstructionism (old Religious Right)

More separatist

More imperialist



#BlackLivesMatter



Justice Vocabulary
• Race: “A social and political construction created to concentrate power 

with white people and legitimize dominance over non-white people. 
Though it is a social construct—with no biological or scientific 
foundation, as racist theory once claimed—it has very real and tangible 
effects in the world.” 

• Ethnicity: “A social construct that divides people into smaller social 
groups based on characteristics such as shared sense of group 
membership, values, behavioral patterns, language, political and 
economic interests, history and ancestral geographical base.” 

• Racism: “Individual, cultural, institutional and systemic ways by which 
differential consequences are created for groups historically or currently 
defined as white being advantaged, and groups historically or currently 
defined as non-white (African, Asian, Hispanic, Native American, etc.) as 
disadvantaged. In popular shorthand, racism is prejudice plus power.”



Justice Vocabulary
• Structural/institutional/systemic racism: “The normalization and legitimization of an 

array of dynamics – historical, cultural, institutional, and interpersonal – that routinely 
advantage Whites while producing cumulative and chronic adverse outcomes for 
people of color. Structural racism encompasses the entire system of White domination, 
diffused and infused in all aspects of society including its history, culture, politics, 
economics, and entire social fabric. Structural racism is more difficult to locate in a 
particular institution because it involves the reinforcing effects of multiple institutions 
and cultural norms, past and present, continually reproducing old and producing new 
forms of racism. Structural racism is the most profound and pervasive form of racism – 
all other forms of racism emerge from structural racism.” 

• Reparations: “States have a legal duty to acknowledge and address widespread or 
systematic human rights violations, in cases where the state caused the violations or did 
not seriously try to prevent them. Reparations initiatives seek to address the harms 
caused by these violations. They can take the form of compensating for the losses 
suffered, which helps overcome some of the consequences of abuse. They can also be 
future oriented—providing rehabilitation and a better life to victims—and help to 
change the underlying causes of abuse. Reparations publicly affirm that victims are 
rights-holders entitled to redress.”



Justice Vocabulary
• Whiteness: “A constantly shifting and socially constructed boundary separating 

those who are entitled to have certain privileges from those whose exploitation 
and vulnerability to violence is justified by their not being white. Whiteness does 
not refer primarily to skin color but to the ideology and caste system that 
arbitrarily grants certain physiological traits power and normativity over against 
others. Whiteness only exists in opposition to and in a racial hierarchy over those 
who are deemed non-white.” 

• White privilege: “Refers to the unquestioned and unearned set of advantages, 
entitlements, benefits and choices bestowed on people solely because they are 
white. Generally white people who experience such privilege do so without being 
conscious of it. Structurally, it is a system of white domination that creates and 
maintains belief systems that make current racial advantages and 
disadvantages seem normal. The system includes powerful incentives for 
maintaining white privilege and its consequences, and powerful negative 
consequences for trying to interrupt white privilege or reduce its consequences 
in meaningful ways.”



Justice Vocabulary
• White supremacy: “White supremacy is a historically based, institutionally 

perpetuated system of exploitation and oppression of continents, nations, and 
peoples of color by white peoples and nations of the European continent for 
the purpose of maintaining and defending a system of wealth, power, and 
privilege.” 

• Implicit bias: “Also known as unconscious or hidden bias, implicit biases are 
negative associations that people unknowingly hold. They are expressed 
automatically, without conscious awareness. Many studies have indicated that 
implicit biases affect individuals’ attitudes and actions, thus creating real-
world implications, even though individuals may not even be aware that those 
biases exist within themselves.” 

• Intersectionality: “An approach largely advanced by women of color, arguing 
that classifications such as gender, race, class, and others cannot be examined 
in isolation from one another; they interact and intersect in individuals’ lives, 
in society, in social systems, and are mutually constitutive.”



Justice Vocabulary
• Colonialism: “Some form of invasion, dispossession and subjugation of a people.” 

• Settler colonialism: “Settler colonialism is a distinct type of colonialism that 
functions through the replacement of indigenous populations with an invasive 
settler society that, over time, develops a distinctive identity and sovereignty.” 

• Critical race theory: “The Critical Race Theory movement considers many of the 
same issues that conventional civil rights and ethnic studies take up, but places 
them in a broader perspective that includes economics, history, and even 
feelings and the unconscious. Unlike traditional civil rights, which embraces 
incrementalism and step by step progress, critical race theory questions the very 
foundations of the liberal order, including equality theory, legal reasoning, 
Enlightenment rationalism and principles of constitutional law.” 

• New Jim Crow: “The title of Michelle Alexander's 2010 book that demonstrates 
how the current system of mass incarceration is an extension of Jim Crow, just as 
Jim Crow was an extension of slavery. The racist structure of white supremacy 
continues in U.S. history in a variety of forms.”



The Myths about #BLM
• Myth #1: It's a leaderless movement. 

• Myth #2: The movement has no agenda. 

• Myth #3: It's a one-issue movement. 

• Myth #4: The movement hates white 
people. 

• Myth #5: The movement hates police 
officers.



The #BLM Platform
• End the war against black people (criminalization, mass incarceration, capital 

punishment, predatory lending, redlining, demilitarization, etc.) 

• Reparations (full and free education, guaranteed income, corporate reparations) 

• Invest-divest (invest in black communities, divest from private policing and other 
anti-black institutions) 

• Economic justice for all (tax code restructuring, labor organizing, restored land 
and water) 

• Community control (communitarian policies, democratic control of law 
enforcement, end to privatized education) 

• Political power (black self-determination and independent power, public 
financing of elections, release of political prisoners, net neutrality, protection of 
the right to vote)

Source: The Movement for Black Lives, https://policy.m4bl.org/platform/



#CampaignZero
Source: Join Campaign Zero, https://www.joincampaignzero.org/



Ta-Nehisi Coates



Ta-Nehisi Coates

• Denial of the vote 
• Debt slavery 
• Theft of black land through legal loopholes 

and terrorism 

• Predatory lenders 
• Contract sellers 
• Redlining
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How Can the Church Respond?
• Become informed about the issues. Read The New Jim Crow. Watch the movie The 13th on 

Netflix. Look at the resources online at places like Showing Up for Racial Justice (SURJ). 

• Break white silence. Silence = consent. Speak up! Challenge people who use “All Lives 
Matter” as a way of silencing resistance to white supremacy. 

• Take a look at the SURJ Faith Action Kit (http://www.showingupforracialjustice.org/
faith_action_kit). Order yard signs and banners. Speak up on social media. Contact 
denominational and news offices. Write letters to the editor. Hold a public witness action, 
such as a preach-in or a ritual of solidarity. Join a faith-based campaign. Attend a march or 
rally. 

• Be a good ally. Do your homework. Don't make it about you. Recognize that black people are 
the leaders, but don't rely on them to tell you what to do. Be motivated by the desire to 
dismantle white supremacy, not to assuage white guilt. Think critically and creatively about 
how your privilege affects the way that you view and interact with others, particularly those 
who do not share your privilege. Do not respond by trying to defend yourself (“But I'm not 
racist!”). Respect and protect boundaries and spaces; be intentional about asking and paying 
attention to what kinds of boundaries people are drawing so as not to co-opt black 
resistance efforts. Wake up everyday and choose to do this work everyday.




